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Aa  IMPARTIAL 

4  1 

ENQUIRY,  &c. 

WHEN  the  Clamour  of  Fadtion, 
and  the  Voices  of  Prejudice  and 
Partiality  are  loud  in  the  Nation, 
it  may  poffibly  be  deemed  in  fome  Degree 
meritorious  to  be  dilpaffionate  in  the 
Enquiries  I  fhall  make.  My  ultimate  End 
is  the  Service  of  my  Country,  and  in  a 
particular  and  interefting  Affair  to  vindi¬ 
cate  its  Honour,  and  defend  its  Rights  and 
Properties  againft  the  Affertions,  Claims, 
and  Pretenfions  of  the  French.  ■ 

I  find  by  the  fixth  Preliminary  Article 
of  Peace,  publilhed  by  Authority,  which 
now  lays  before  me,  “  That  the  River 
MiJJifJippi  is  to  be  the  Boundary  of  his 
Majefiy’s  American  Dominions,  fixed  by 
a  Line  drawn  from  its  Source  as  far  as  the 
River  Iberville ,  and  from  thence  along 
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the  Middle  of  that  River,  and  of  the 
Lakes  Maureias  and  Pontchartain  to  the 


Sea ;  and  that  the  Mod  Chriftian  King 
cedes  in  full  Right,  and  guarantees  to  his 
Britannick  Majeily,  the  River  and  Port  of 
Mobile,  and  every  thing  he  poffeffes  and 
ought  to  have  poffeffed  on  the  left  Side 
(the  Eafr)  of  the  River  MiffiJJippi^  except 
the  Town  of  New  Orleans ,  and  the  Maud 
on  which  it  is  fituated-” 

In  this  Cafe,  it  cannot  be  unacceptable 
to  the  Publick,  to  be  made  acquainted 

with  what  Part  of  that  Tradt  of  Land, 

1 

named,  by  the  French,  Louifiane,  is  ceded, 
and  what  retained  by  them,  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  Nature  of  the  Commodities 
it  now  poffeffes  or  is  capable  of  affording ; 
to  know  the  Advantages  of  the  Great 
Fiver,  to  the  Navigation  of  which  we 
have  now  an  undoubted  and  acknowleged 
Right,  and  above  all,  to  be  convinced 
from  authentic  Records  and  uncontro¬ 
verted  Fafls,  that  Great  Britain  has  not 
only  a  Right  to  what  is  ceded  to  her  by 
the  above-mentioned  Articles,  but  to  all 
the  Province  of  houijiana,  which  lies  to 


the  Weft  of  the  great  River  MiffiJJippi , 

To 
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To  prove  this  will  be  no  very  difficult 
Matter. 

.  In  the  Year  1497,  SebaJUan  Cabot, 
having  King  Henry  the  Seventh’s  Com- 
miffion,  and  being  equipped  at  his  Ex¬ 
pence,  difcovered  all  the  Coaft  of  Ame¬ 
rica  fronting  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean, 
from  the  Degrees  ot  56  to  28  of  North 
Latitude.  This  was  more  than  twenty 
Years  before  any  other  Europeans  vilited 
that  Continent.  We  have  for  this  not 
only  the  Teftimony  of  our  own  Hiftori- 
rians,  but  the  moft  eminent  among  the 
Spanijh,  viz.  Peter  Martyr,  in  his  De¬ 
cades  ;  Oviedo,  formerly  Governor  of  Hif- 
paniola,  Herrera,  and  Gomera  ;  alfo  Ra- 
mufio.  Secretary  to  the  Republick  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  whole  Works  were  printed  in  IM°> 
and  his  Contemporary,  Paulus  Jovius. 

A  bove  twenty  Years  after  the  Southern 
Part  of  this  Continent,  adjacent  to  the 
Gulph  of  Bahama,  and  that  afterwards 
called  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  was  vilited 
by  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon ,  a  Spaniard ; 
and  ten  Years  after  VaJ'quez  Ay  lion  land¬ 
ed  there  with  a  greater  Force ;  and  in  the 
Year  1527  Pamphilo  Narvaez,  with  a 
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rtili  greater ;  and  next,  Ferdinando  Soto; 
in  the  1  ear  1 539  >  hut  they  were  all  fuc- 
ceffively  expelled  by  the  Natives  for  their 
Cruelty.  The  laft  Expedition  of  the 
Spaniards  to  that  Part  of  Florida  which 
borders  on  the  Gulph  of  Mexico ,  was  in 
the  \ ear  1558,  by  the  Order  of  Don 
Lays  de  Vt dafco ,  then  Viceroy  of  Mexico ; 
but  falling  into  great  Feuds  they  made 
no  Settlement.  , 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of 
Charles  the  Firft  all  that  Part  of  the 
Continent  of  North  America  which  lay 
between  V irginia  and  Mexico  was  un¬ 
fettled,  and  in  the  PoiTefion  of  the  Na¬ 
tives  only :  The  Englifo,  as  being  the 
firfr  Difcoverers,  had  a  better  Right  to 
it  than  any  European  Nation  could  claim ; 
confequently  King  Charles,  in  the  fifth 
Year  of  his  R.eign,  granted  unto  Sir 
Robert  Heath,  his  Attorney ,  General,  a 
Patent  of  all  that  Part  of  America  from 

4 

the  River  St.  Mattheo,  on  the  Peninfula 

f, 

of  Florida,  in  30  Degrees  North  Latitude, 
to  the  River  FaJJo  Magno,  in  36  De- 
greesi  comprehending  within  its  Boun¬ 
daries  die  greateft  Part  of  the  prefent 

Pro- 
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Province  of  Carolina  :  In  Longitude  this 
Grant  extended  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
to  the  South  Sea. 

In  the  13  th  Year  of  King  Charles  the 
Firfl,  Sir  Robert  Heath  conveyed  the 
Premifes  to  the  Lord  Maltravers ,  after¬ 
wards  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Earl  Marfhal 
of  England,  who  planted  and  fettled  fe- 
veral  Parts  of  this  Country,  to  which  the 
King,  in  his  Charter  aforefaid,  had  given 
the  Name  of  Carolana.  In  all  Probabi¬ 
lity  a  Colony  would  at  that  Time  have 
been  effectually  eftablifhed,  had  not  the 
War  with  Scctland  broke  out,  and  foon 
after  the  Civil  War;  and  had  not  my 
Lord  A.t  unde l s  Son  proved  a  Lunatick. 
In  the  Beginning  of  the  Protectorate  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,  Captain  Watts  (after¬ 
wards  knighted  by  Charles  the  Second, 
and  made  Governor  of  St.  ChriftophersJ 
falling  accidentally  on  the  Coaft  of  Flo¬ 
rida,  met  with  one  Leet,  an  Englijhman, 
who  had  been  fome  Years  before  fhip- 
wrecked,  and  the  only  Man  faved ;  he 
was  m  great  Favour  with  the  Paracouji, 
or  Chief  of  the  Country;  by  his  Influ¬ 
ence  the  Englijh  were  permitted  to  trade 

and 
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and  invited  to  fettle;  and  not  long  after¬ 
wards  the  Indian  King  feqt  one  of  his 
chief  Subjects  to  England ,  gave  the  Eng- 
lifh  divers  T rafts  of  Land,  and  permitted 
them  to  furvey  the  Country  for  above 
two  hundred  Miles  Iquare. 

In  the  Year  1678  many  Perlbns  went 
from  New  England  on  Difcovery,  and 
proceeded  as  far  as  New  Mexico,  1:0 
Leagues  beyond  the  River  Miflijjippi,  and 
gave  an  Account  of  their  Expedition  to 
the  Government.  Soon  after  a  War 
breaking  out  between  the  Englijh  and  the 
Indians ,  many  ,of  the  latter  retreated  to 
Canada,  from  whom  Monf.  de  Salle  re¬ 
ceived  mod;  of  his  Information  concern¬ 
ing  the  Country,  face  called  Loui/ianne, 
which  he  more  fully  difcovered;  they 
ferved  him  for  Guides  and  Interpreters. 
This  is  attefled  by  Monf.  le  Eonty,  who 
accompanied  Monf.  de  Salle ;  and  by 
Monf.  le  Clerc  *,  in  a  Book  publifhed  by 
Order  of  the  French  King. 

*  There  cannot  well  be  a  greater  Inflance  of  French' 
Policy  than  the  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  this  Book  ; 
which  having  in  it  divers  Pillages  which  inadvertently 
favoured  the  Prctenfions  of  the  Englijh>  was  called  in  ; 
and  though  fold  at  frit  for  one  Livre,  was  not,  foon. 
after,  to  be  purchafcd  for  thirty. — This  is  their  Man¬ 
ner  of  founding  their  Rights. 

Colonft 
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Colonel  Wood,  of  Virginia,  who  lived 
at  the  Falls  of  'James  River,  above  a 
hundred  Miles  Weft  of  Chefapeak  Bay, 
betwixt  the  Years  1654  and  1664,  difeo- 
vered  feveral  Branches  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mijjijjippi.  In  thefe  Expeditions  one  Mr. 
Needham  was  employed  by  the  faid  Colo¬ 
nel,  and  he  kept  regular  Journals,  after¬ 
wards  of  great  Ufe.  This  is  fufficient  to 
fet  afide  the  Claim  made  by  the  French 
before  the  War  to  the  Countries  about 
the  Ohio  and  the  Great  Lakes,  to  which 
we  have  always  had  a  foie  and  undoubted 
Right ;  but,  indeed,  if  their  Claims  had 
been  in  any  Sort  allowed,  we  fhould  have 
been  confined  to  very  narrow  Limits  •,  for 
in  De  I’ljle’s  Map,  in  the  Part  where  they 
fix  Carolina,  they  have  inferted  this  me¬ 
morable  PaiTage  :  Caroline  ainji  nommez 
en  l honneur  de  Charles  ix.  par  les  Francois 
qui  la  decouvrirent,  en  prirent  pojfejjion,  & 
/’ ejlablirent  l' an  15....  It  was  become 
neceflary  for  them  to  be  poflefled  of  a 
Part  of  the  Sea  Coaft,  and  this  they 
thought  the  moft  proper  for  them  to 
claim,  as  being  at  that  Time  an  Infant 
Colony,  confequently  an  eafter  Prey. 
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It  is  worth  while,  in  this  Place,  to 
note  the  Limits  fet  to  our  Colonies  by 
Monf.  de  1'IJle ,  Cofmogropher  to  Louis 
XIV.  in  his  Map  of  America.  He  begins 
his  Line  at  Char  les-L own,  in  Carolina, 
and  eroding  Santee  River,  carries  it  up 
to  its  Source  in  the  Apalachean  Moun¬ 
tains  ;  thence  he  runs  it  along  the  Ridge 
of  the  Mountains  till  he  brings  it  to  the 
Back  of  Maryland ;  when  eroding  the 
Province  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  River 
Safnuehanou,  not  many  Leagues  from 
Chef apeak  Bay,  he  carries  it  up  the  River 
to  the  Forks,  and  from  thence  almoft  in 
a  ftrait  Line  to  Lake  Champlain :  By  this 
Means  near  half  the  Settlements  of  our 
Northern  Provinces  were  claimed  by  the 
French. 

We  have  now,  thank  God,  a  much 
larger  Extent  of  Territory  :  By  the  River 
MifiJJippi  being  made  the  Boundary,  we 
fhall  be  poffeffed  of  all  the  great  Lakes 
and  Rivers  to  the  Eaft  between  the  Mif- 
fifjippi  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Perhaps 
there  is  not  in  the  World  a  finer  Country 
than  the  fouthern  Part  of  this  immenfe 
Trail  of  Land  and  to  the  North,  by 

means 


(  9  ) 

Means  of  the  Lakes  and  Rivers  now  well 
known,  there  is  as  great  a  Convenience 
and  Opportunity  for  an  extenfive  Inland 
Navigation,  as  the  moft  Commercial  Na-* 
tion  can  defire. 

Ifhall  now  take  upon  me  to  give  fomfc 
Defcription  of  the  Mi/JiJjippi,  into  which 
almoft  all  the  Rivers  on  this  great  Conti¬ 
nent  flow. 

The  French  have  long  pretended  to 
have  been  the  fir  ft  Difcoverers  of  this 

-  f  ' 

River;  but  this  is  far  from  being  true. 
Dr.  Cox,  who  claimed  the  Province  of 
Carolana ,  as  Affignee,  under  the  Charter 
granted  to  Sir  Robert  Heath,  in  the  Ye#r 
1699,  prefented  a  Memorial  to  King 
William  on  the  Subjedt ;  by  this  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  Dodtor  was,  as  long  ago  as 
the  Year  1 676,  poffefted  of  a  Journal  from 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  MiJJiJJippi,  in  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  to  the  Fellow  River, 
which  Journal  leemed  to^have  been  writ¬ 
ten  many  Years  before.  To  it  was  annexed 
a  very  large  Map,  or  Chart,  of  the  River, 
and  the  Names  of  the  Nations  that  in¬ 
habited  its  Banks ;  and  more  modern 
Difcoveries,  Englijh,  as  well  as  French, 
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have  confirmed  foce,  in  the  moft  material 
Inftances,  the  Authenticity  of  the  fail 
Journal  and  Map.  It  was  a  Confidence 
in  thefe  Journals,  that  encouraged  the 
Englijh  to  attempt  farther  Difcoveries,  in 
which  attempts.  Dr,  Cox*,  tor  his  Share, 
fpent  above  nine  Thouland  Pounds. 

The  Extent  of  the  Province  ox  Cdrolana 
has  already  been  mentioned,  it  is  bounded 

*  The  Reprefentation  of  the  Board  of  1  fade,  In  fa¬ 
vour  of  Dr.  Cox’s  Pretenfions,  may  not,  perhaps,’ be 

deemed  incurious  ;  it  is  as  follows  : 

“  To  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majejly . 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  Majejly, 

t(  In  obedience  to  your  Majelty’s  Commands,  iigni- 
fed  to  us  by  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Vernon,  upon 
•  the  Petition  of  Dr.  Cox,  in  relation  to  the  Province  of 
Carolina,  alias  Carolana  Florida,  we  have  confidered  his 
Paid  Petition,  and  humbly  crave  leave  to  repreient  untp 
•your  Majelly,  That  your  Majeily’syMtorney-Generai, 
upon  the  Perufal  of  Letters  Patents,  and  Conveyances, 
produced  to  him  by  Dr.  Cox,  has  reported  to  u&  ms 
Opinion,  that  Dr.  Cox  has  a  good  Title  in  Law  to  the 
faid  Province  of  Carolana ,  extending  from  31  to  ^6  De¬ 
crees  of  North  Latitude  incluhve  on  the  Continent  0 1 

America,  and  to  leveral  adjacent  Iflands. 

Signed,  Stamford. 

Lexington*. 

P.  Meadows. 

White  Lei,  .  .  William  Blath  wait. 

December  21,  1659.  John  Pollexi  e:.\ 

,  -  Abraham  Hill. 

George  StlpneyT 

The  Attorney-General  at  that  Time  was  Sir  Thomas 
Trevor,  afterwards  Lord  Trevor,  a  Man  of  ac  know  lege 
oreat  Abilities  ;  it  mail  therefore,  in  confequence  of  his 
Opinion,  be  fuppofed,  that  we  had  at  lead:  then  ayLight 
to  all  the  Country  now  comprehended  by  the  trench 
under  the  name  of  Louifiana* 
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on  the  Eaft  by  Carolina,  which  was 
granted  by  Charters  in  the  Reign  of 
( Charles  the  Second,  thirty  Years  after  the 
Grant  to  Sir  Robert  Heath  above-men¬ 
tioned,  great  Part  of  which  it  compre¬ 
hends  within  its  Bounds. 

The  great  River  Miffiffippi,  oxMefehace- 
bc  naturally  firft  claims  my  Attention  , 
it  has  a  Courfe  almoft  di redly  North  and 
South  from  its  firft  Fountains,  in  about 
fifty  Degrees  North  Latitude,  to  its 
emptying  itfelf  into  the  Middle  of  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico-,  on  the  Weft  Side  of 
this  great  River,  many  otheis,  that  take 
their  Rife  from  the  Mountains,  near  the 
great  South  Sea,  run  into  it;  and  on  the 
Eaft  Side  next  the  Britijh  Colonies  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  almoft  as  many  in- 
creafe  its  Stream,  infomuch  that  theCoun- 

*  Mefcbacebe  is  the  proper  Name  of  this  River ;  it  is 
fo  called  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North;  Cebe  being 
the  Name  for  a  River  even  as  far  as  Hudfon  s  Bay ,  and 
Mefcha  fignifying  great.  The  French ,  who  learnt  it  from 
the  Indians ,  corruptly  call  it  Mifjiffippi ;  it  retains  the 
Name  of  Mefchacebe  among  the  Natives  during  half  it  s 
Courfe,  afterwards  fome  call  it  Chucagua,  others,  Sajfa - 
goula ,  and  Malabanchia  ;  it  was,  doubtlefs,  named  the 
Great  River,  as  being  the  largeit  in  all  th c~North  Ame¬ 
rican  Continent,  and  receiving  into  it’s  Channel  fuch  a 
Number  of  other  Rivers  of  no  fmall  note  and  conle- 
quence.  I  fhall  call  it  Mijfijftppi ,  as  being  the  Name  it 
is  mob  generally  known  by. 

C  2 
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fry  may  be  ahnoft  entirely  vifted  by  na¬ 
vigable  Rivers,  and,  what  is  very  remark- 
a  ole,  without  Falls  or  Cataradts,  which 
lb  common  in  the  North  American 
Rivers,  efpecially  thofe  towards  Canada. 
It  is  needlefs  to  mention  the  Convenience 
of  thefe  Rivers  for  Inland  Trade  andNa- 
vigation,  for  Trade  with  the  Spaniards  in 
New  Mexico ,  and  the  whole  Gulph  of 
■Mexico,  which  mull  be  greatly  to  the 
Advantage  of  the  Nation,  yet  without  any 
Prejudice  to  our  Home  Plantation  Trade. 

The  River  MifliJ)ippi  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico  by  feven  Channels, 
all  navigable,  the  three  largeft  by  Ships, 
the  four  lmaller,  two  on  each  Side,  by 
Boats  and  Sloops,  efpecially  when  the 
Frefhes  come  down. 

The  three  Branches  navigable  by  Ship¬ 
ping,  are  about  fix  Miles  diftant  from 
each  other,  uniting  all  at  one  Place,  a- 
bout  twelve  Miles  from  their  Mouths. 
There  is  not  above  fourteen  Feet  on  the 
Bar  at  Low  Water  in  Neap  Tides,  ex¬ 
cepting  when  the  Frefhes  come  down  in 
the  Spring,  or  after  great  Rains ;  but 
when  you  are  over  the  Bar,  which  is  not, 

hi 
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in  many  Places,  above  a  Ship’s  Length 
broad,  you  enter  immediately  into  deep 
Water,  the  leaf!  five  Fathom,  which  in- 
creafes  to  ten  Fathom  before  you  come 
to  the  main  River ;  after  that  it  deepens 
gradually  to  above  thirty,  and  you  have 
no  where  lefs  than  twenty  Fathom  for 
a  hundred  Miles,  and  very  little  lefs  for  a 
hundred  Leagues,  and  afterwards  from 
ten  to  feventeen  for  a  hundred  Leagues 
more;  from  fix  to  ten  two  hundred 
Leagues  farther ;  thence  to  the  great 
Fall,  which  is  fixteen  hundred  Miles 
from  the  River’s  Mouth,  from  three  to 
fix  Fathom.  The  Banks  in  moft  Places 
are  not  more  than  five  or  fix  Feet  above 
the  River,  and  Ships  may  lay  by  the  Side 
of  the  Shore,  there  being  generally  from 
three  to  fix  Fathom,  deepening  gradually 
towards  the  Middle,  where  there  is,  for 
the  moft  part,  a  ftrong  Current,  but  good 
Anchorage,  at  the  fame  Time,  under  the 
Promontories,  fheltered  from  the  Winds. 

The  Banks  of  this  River,  at  the  Dift- 
ance  of  four  or  five  Leagues  from  the  Sea, 
are  beautifully  ornamented  with  high 
Trees;  very  little  Underwood  is  there  to 

inconv* 
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incommode  the  Traveller,  except  the 
Vines,  which  every  where  abound,  l'ome- 
times  crawling  on  the  Ground,  at  others 
climbing  to  the  Tops'of  the  mod;  lofty 
Trees. 

In  thefe  Woods  are  plenty  of  wild  Kine, 
Venifon,  and  all  Kinds  of  Game,  Fruits 
in  Abundance,  and  a  Soil  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  all  the  Neceflaries  and  Delights  of 
Life.  The  Meadows,  which  are  moil 
beautiful  and  fertile,  are  proper  for  im¬ 
mediate  Cultivation  ;  and  the  gentle  Ac¬ 
cents,  crowned  with  Tufts  of  Trees, 
make  the  whole  an  enchanting  Profpedt. 

I  fhail  now  proceed  to  mention  the 
Rivers  that  difcharge  themfelves  into  the 
Mijjijjippi,  of  which  there  is  none  of  any 
Confequence  till  you  have  afcended  rather 
more  than  two  hundred  Miles  from  the 
Sea,  when  on  the  Eaftern  Side  you  meet 
with  the  Iberville ,  mentioned  in  the  fixth 
Article  of  the  Preliminaries  as  a  Bounda¬ 
ry.  After  a  Courfe  of  a  hundred  and  fixty 
Miles,  eroding  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and 
Pont  chat  rain,  it  empties  itfelf  into  the 
North  Eaft  End  of  the  great  Bay  of  Spi¬ 
rit  o  Santo  ■>  it  is  not  above  forty  or  fifty 
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Yards  broad,  and  two  or  three  Fathom 
deep  at  its  Beginning,  but  foon  enlarges 
and  makes  a  fine  River ;  it  is  navigable 
by  the  greateft  Boats,  Sloops,  and  fmall 
Ships,  Englijh  built,  and  large  ones, 
Dutch  built,  with  flat  Bottoms.  About 
fifty  Miles  above  the  Iberville ,  on  the 
Weft  Side,  is  the  Houma s ;  this  is  a  very 
large  River,  deep  and  broad,  and  comes 
from  the  Mountains  of  New  Mexico  ;  its 
Courfe  is,  for  the  moil  part,  North-Weft, 
navigable  above  three  hundred  Miles  up 
by 'large  Vefiels,  and  almoft  to  its  Source 
by  Boats.  Twelve  Leagues  higher  is  the 
1  River  of  Matches  on  the  fame  Side  :  A- 
bout  fifteen  or  fixteen  Leagues  from  its 
Mouth,  beyond  a  fine  Bland  which  it 
forms,  is  a  great  Fifhery  for  Pearls,  which 
prove  large  and  good :  Twelve  or  four- 
teenLeagues  higher,  on  the  fame W  eft  Side, 
the  Mijjijjippi  makes  a  little  Gulpli  about 
twenty  Miles  long  and  three  or  four  broad; 
this  alfo  abounds  with  Pearls.  Four¬ 
teen  or  fifteen  Leagues  higher  on  the  Eaft 
Side  is  the  River  of  Tafoue,  which  comes 
near  a  hundred  Leagues  out  or  the  Coun¬ 
try.  Ten  or  twelve  Leagues  farther  on,  is 
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the  A  at chit ock  on  the  Weft  Side,  which 
has  a  Courfe  of  many  hundred  Miles,  and 
after  it  has  afcended  about  a  hundred,  there 
are  many  Springs,  Pits,  and  Lakes,  which 
afford  moft  excellent  common  Salt  in 
great  Plenty.  Sixteen  Leagues  higher,  on 
the  fame  Side,  two  Rivers  enter  the 
Miffifiippi,  which  unite  about  ten  Leagues 
above,  and  make  an  Ifland  called  I’oritncius y 
from  the  Indian  Inhabitants.  Southerly  of 
thefe  two  Rivers,  is  that  of  Oufoutiwy ; 
the  River  to  the  North  is  called  Nijka. 
Ten  Leagues  further  up  is  the  fmall  River 
called  Cappa-,  and  ten  Miles  higher,  on  the 
fame  Side,  another  called  Matchicebe.  Ten 
Leagues  higher,  on  the  Eaft  Side,  is  the 
Chongue-,  and  fifteen  Leagues  from  thence, 
on  the  Weft  Side,  the  Sypouria.  Thirty 
Leagues  higher  on  the  Eaft  Side,  is  the 
opening  of  a  River  which  proceeds  out  of 
a  Lake  twenty  Miles  long,  which  is  about 
ten  Miles  from  the  MiJJiJippi ;  into  this 
Lake  four  large  Rivers  difcharge  them- 
felves,  which  add  greatly  to  the  Value  of 
the  Country  ceded  to  Great  Britain  by 
the  Preliminaries.  The  moft  northerly, 
which  comes  from  the  North  Eaft,  is  the 
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Ouabachicon ,  or  Ouabache.  The  next  South 
of  this  is  the  great  and  important  River 

Ohio  *,  which  has  been  the  Seat  of  the 
late  American  Campaigns,  and  coming 

from  the  back  of  New -York,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  is  navigable  fix  hundred 
Miles.  South  of  the  Ohio  is  another 
River,  which  about  thirty  Leagues  above 
the  Lake  is  divided  into  two  Branches ; 
that  to  the  North  called  Ouefpere,  the 
other  the  Black  River.  This  River  rifes 
from  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Mountains,  at 
the  Back  of  Carolina ,  Virginia,  and  Mary¬ 
land.  The  moft  foutherly  of  the  four 
Rivers  that  difcharge  themfelves  into  the 
Lake,  is  the  Kafqui,  or  the  River  of  the 
Cheraqnecs ;  it  comes  from  the  South 
Eaft,  rifing  among  the  Mountains  on  the 
Borders  of  Carolina,  and  has  long  been 
the  great  Road  of  the  Indian  Traders 

*  Ohio,  in  the  Indian  Language,  ftgnifies  Fair  River* 
and,  indeed,  it  may  very  properly  be  fo  called,  running 
through  one  of  the  molt  fertile  and  beautiful  Countries 
in  the  World,  and  being  formed  by  the  Conflux  of 
ten  or  twelve  Rivers,  and  innumerable  Rivulets.  A 
Town  fettled  upon  this  Lake,  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
Obit),  would  have  a  Communication  with  a  delightful 
Country  600  Miles  fquare,  and  be  moft  advantageoufly 
fituated  to  form  the  Mart  and  Centre  of  all  the  inland 
Trade  of  the  Continent ;  perhaps  fomething  of  the  Kind 
may  be  done  when  the  Peace  is  concluded, 
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from  thence  to  the  MijjijTippi.  Fifteen 
Leagues  above  the  Ohio,  on  the  Weft 
Side  of  the  Mifjifjippi,  is  the  Honabanoue , 
and  about  ten  Leagues  above  that,  is  the 
the  great  Bland Tamaroas-,  fifteen  Leagues 
above  which,  to  the  Weft,  is  the  great 
YellowRiver:  About  fixty  or  ieventy  Miles 
trom  its  Mouth,  it  is  divided  into  two 
Branches,  both  defcending  from  the 
Mountains  of  New  Mexico-,  one,  called 
Ozages,  proceeds  from,  the  South,  the 
other  from  the  North  Weft.  This  laft, 
which  is  called  after  the  Majforites ,  is  faid 
by  the  Indians  to  have,  by  means  of  Several 
Lakes,  a  Communication  with  the  great 
South  Sea.  Forty  Miles  above  the  Yellow 
River ,  on  the  Fall  Side,  is  the  Checagort, 
ovAlinouecks,  called  by  the  French  Illinois  : 
This  is  a  very  fine  River,  and  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Miles  from  its  Mouth, 
it  is  divided  into  two  Branches;  the  lefier 
derives  its  Source  from  North  and  by  Eaft, 
and  its  Head  is  within  four  or  five  Miles 
of  the  great  Lake  Illinois  on  its  Weft 
Side  :  The  other  comes  diredtly  from  the 
Eaft,  and  proceeds  from  a  Morafs  within 
two  Miles  of  the  River  Miamiha,  which 
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difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fame  Lake. 
Forty  Leagues  higher  up  the  MiJJijJippi , 
on  the  Weft  Side,  is  the  River  Moingone  > 
and  on  the  Eaft,  about  as  much  farther, 
is  the  Mifconjiag.  About  the  fame  Pittance 
from  the  laft  mentioned  River,  on  the 
Weft,  is  the  Mitcbaoywa ,  or  the  Long 
River.  A  little  higher  up  is  the  Chabadeba, 
above  which  the  Miffijippi  forms  a  fine 
Lake,  twenty  Miles  long,  and  eight  or  ten 
broad.  Ten  Miles  above  the  Lake  on  the 
Eaft,  is  the  large  River  of  T 'ortoifes,  which 
leads  to  the  North  Eaft,  and  is  navigable 
by  the  greateft  Boats  forty  Miles ;  about 
the  fame^Diftance  higher  up  there  is  a 
Fall,  after  which  the  MiJJijJippi  is  navi¬ 
gable  eighty  or  ninety  Miles  farther  to 
another  Fall,  and  beyond  that  to  its 
Sources  not  far  from  Hudforis  Bay. 

When  the  Number  of  Rivers  that  fall 
into  the  Miffijippi  is  confidered,  the  great 
Importance  of  it  muft  be  fufficiently  ob¬ 
vious.  On  the  Eaft  Side,  which  compre¬ 
hends  the  Traft  ceded  by  the  Prelimina¬ 
ries  to  Great  Britain ,  it  has  by  its 
Branches  a  Communication  with  all  our 
Colonies,  which  muft  of  Courfe,  when 
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the  inland  Parts  of  the  Country  come  to 
be  fettled,  be  of  great  Advantage  to  them. 
On  the  Weil:  Side,  where  the  Branches 
are  ftill  more  numerous,  this  great  River 
is  faid  to  have  a  Communication  with  the 
Mountains  of  Mexico,  from  whence  many 
large  Streams  have  their  Source,  which 
difcharge  themfelves  into  the  great  South 
Sea. 

The  French,  by  retaining  all  the  Con¬ 
tinent  to  the  Weft  of  the  MiJJiJJippi,  have 
the  Advantage  of  us,  for  they  have  in  that 
Quarter  much  greater  Opportunities  of 
carrying  on  an  extenflve  Indian  Trad* 
than  we  can  on  the  oppofxte  Side.  On 
the  Back  of  our  Colonies  the  Indian  Na¬ 
tions  are  almoft  extirpated,  by  the  frequent 
and  bloody  Wars  they  have,  for  many 
Years  paft,  carried  on  one  againft  the  o- 
ther  :  Many  potent  and  numerous  Tribes, 
that  formerly  inhabited  the  •  Eaftern 
Branches  of  the  Miffiflippi,  are  now  ei¬ 
ther  quite  deftroyed  by  the  Indians  of  the 
Five  Nations,  or  driven  from  their  Settle¬ 
ments,  and  forced  to  fly  to  the  Weftem 
Side.  Even  about  the  Lakes  and  to  the 

North- 
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Northward  the  Indians  are  by  far  lefs  nu¬ 
merous  than  they  were  in  our  Fathers’ 
Times  ;  fo  that  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  Fur  Trade,  from  which  we 
feem  to  form  fuch  mighty  Hopes,  will 
prove  by  far  leis  valuable  than  we  gx~ 
pedt,  as  all  the  Indians  that  live  to  tire 
North-Weft  of  the  Miffijjippi,  will  ft  ill, 
probably,  continue  to  trade  with  the 
French  only ;  for  were  they  inclined  to 
crofs  the  Miffijjippi  to  deal  with  us,  they 
will,  by  the  French ,  be  eafily  prevented, 
by  only  building  a  few  Stoccado  t  orts  at 
the  Mouths  of  the  Rivers. 

The  French  King,  by  the  fixth  Preli¬ 
minary  Article  above  quoted,  cedes  to 
Great  Britain  all  the  Country  to  which 
he  has  any  Claim  on  the  Eaft  of  Miffijjippi , 
except  the  Ille  de  Naffau,  or  New  Or¬ 
leans  ;  of  which  Notice  will  be  hereafter 
taken.  The  Country  fo  ceded  he  alfo 
guarantees  to  us •,  but  I  do  not  find  that 
we  guarantee  to  him  what  he  chufes  to 
relerve,  I  mean  the  Country  to  the  Weft 
of  the  River  ;  our  Claim  to  it,  as  Part  of 
the  Province  of  Carolana ,  is  (till  good,  by 

the 
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the  Charter*  granted  to  Sir  Robert  Heath , 
This  Province  isdefcribed  to  extend  from 

As  Tome  of  my  Readers  may  be  curious  to  fee  this 
Charter,  I  have  given  them  the  following  Extracts  from 
it  : 

<c  Charles  by  the  Grace  of  God ,  Ifc.to  all  to  qy hom  thefe 
P ref  nts  fhall  come,  greeting . 
et  Whereas  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  Subject  and 
Servant,  Sir  Robert  Heath ,  Knight,  our  Attorney  Gene¬ 
ral,  being  excited  with  a  laudable  Zeal  for  the  propa¬ 
gating  the  QhrifHan  Faith,  the  Enlargement  of  our  Em¬ 
pire  and  Dominions,  and  the  Increafe  of  Trade  a*  d 
Commerce  ot  our  Kingdom,  has  humbly  befought  Leave 
of  us,  by  his  own  Induilry  and  Charge,  to  tranfport  an 
ifmple  (polony  of  our  Subje&s,  &c.  unto  a  certain  Coun¬ 
try,  hereafter  deferibed,  in  the  Parts  of  America ,  between 
the  Degrees  ot  31  and  36  of  Northern  Latitude  inclu¬ 
sively,  not  yet  cultivated  or  planted,  Sec. 

Know  ye  therefore,  that  we,  favouring  the  pious 
and  laudable  Purpoie  of  our  faid  Attorney,  of  our  fpe- 
cial  Grace,  certain  Knowledge,  and  mere  Motion,  have 
given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  by  this  our  prefent 
Charter,  do  give,  grant,  ^nd  confirm,  unto  the  laid  Sir 
Robert  Heath ,  Knight,  his  Heirs  and  Afligns,  for  ever, 
all  that  River,  or  Rivulet,  of  St.  Mattheo,  on  the  South 
Part,  ana  all  that  River,  or  Rivulet,  of  Pajfo  Mag  no,  on 
the  North  Part,  and  all  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Here¬ 
ditaments*  lying,  being,  and  extending  between,  or 
within  the  faid  two  Rivers,  by  the  Traci  there,  unto  the 
Ocean  on  the  Eailcrn  and  Weflern  Parts,  fo  far  forth, 
and  as  much  as  the  Continent  there  extends  itfelf,  with 
every  of  their  Appurtenances.  And  alfo  all  thofe  Elands 
of  Reams  and  Bahama ,  and. all  other  Elands  and.  Elets 
near  thereto,  and  lying  Southward.  of  and  from  the  faid 
Continent,  all  which  lie  within  31  and  36  Degrees  of 
Northern  Latitude  inclufively.  And  all,  and  lingular 
Havens  of  Ships,  Roads,  and  Creeks  of  the  bea,  to  the 
faid  Rivers,  Elands,  and  Lands  belonging ;  and  all 
Grounds,  Lands,  Woods,  Lakes,  and  Rivers  within  the 
Regions  Elands,  and  Limits  aforefaid,  fituate,  or  be¬ 
ing  ;  with  all  Kinds  of  Fifhes  whatfoever,  Whales,  Stur¬ 
geons,  and  other  Royal  Fifh  and  Filhings  in  the  Sea  and 
Rivers :  And  all  Veins,  Mines,  Pits,  as  well  open  as 
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the  River  St.  Mattheo  on  the  South  Part 
to  the  River  of  PaJJo  Magno  on  the  North. 


fhut,  of  Gold,  Silver,  Gems,  precious  Stones,  and  othtr 
Stones,  Metals,  or  Things  w]iatfoever,  within  the  faid 
Region,  Territory,  Iflands,  or  Limits  aforefaid,  found, 
or  to  be  found.  And  all  Patronages,  and  Advowfons 
of  all  Churches,  which,  by  encreafe  of  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion,  fhall  hereafter  happen  to  be  built  within  the  faid 
Region,  Territory,  Idand,  and  Limits  aforefaid  ;  with 
all  and  lingular,  and  with  as  ample  Rights,  Jurifdiftions, 
Privileges,  Prerogatives,  Royalties,  Liberties,  Immuni¬ 
ties,  Royal  Rights,  and  Franchifes  whatfoever,  as  well 
by  Sea  as  Land,  within  the  faid  Region,  Territory  * 
Iilands,  and  Limits  aforefaid  :  To  have,  ufe,  exercife, 
and  enjoy,  in  as  ample  Manner  as  any  Bilhop  of  Durhatn, 
in  our  Kingdom  of  England ,  ever  heretofore  hath  held, 
ufed,  or  enjoyed,  or  of  Right  ought,  or  could  have,  ufe, 
or  enjoy. 

“  And  him  the  faid  Sir  Robert  Heath ,  h  is  Heirs  and 
Afiigns,  we  do  by  thefe  Prefents,  for  us,  our  Heirs  and 
Succeffors,  make,  create,  and  coniHtute  the  true  and 
abfolute  Lords  and  Proprietors  of  the  faid  Region,  and 
Territory  aforefaid.  and  of  all  other  the  PremilTes,  fay¬ 
ing  always  the  Faith  and  Allegiance  due  to  us,  our 
Heirs,  and  Succeffors.  And  that  the  Country,  or  Ter¬ 
ritory,  thus  by  us  granted  and  defcribed,  may  be  digni¬ 
fied  by  us  with  as  large  Titles  and  Privileges  as  "any 
other  of  our  Dominions  and  Territories  in  that  Region. 

“  Know  ye,  that  we  of  our  further  Grace,  certain 
Knowlege,  and  mere  Motion,  have  thought  fit  to  ere  ft 
the  fame  Traft  of  Ground,  Country,  and  Wand,  into  a 
Province,  and,  out  of  the  Fullnefs  of  our  Royal  Power 
and  Prerogative,  we  do,  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and  Succef- 
fors,  ereft  and  incorporate  the  fame  into  q  Province,  and 
do  name  it  Carolana ,  or  the  Province  of  Carolina ,  and 
the  faid  Wands,  the  Carolana  Wands,  and  fo  from  hence¬ 
forth  will  have  them  called,  Sec. 


In  Witnefs,  &c 


Witnefs  the  King  at  Weftminfhr,  the  30th  Dav  of 
Oftober,  in  the  5th  Year  of  our  Reign.” 

Note,  This  is  not  the  whole  of  the  Charter,  many 
other  Privileges,  &c.  being  granted  by  it  as  on  Infpec- 


tion  by  the  curious  Reader  will  appear 
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St .  Mattheo  has  been  found  to  be  in  thir¬ 
ty  Degrees  Northern  Latitude,  and  Pajfo 
Magno  in  thirty-fix ;  and  .from  Eaft  to 
Welt  this  Province  was  to  extend  from 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  great  South 
Sea,  and  of  Courfe  includes  all  Louijianne-, 
ror  as  to  the  Country  to  the  Well  of  the 
MljfiffiPPi,  that  lies  farther  North  than 
thirty-fix  Degrees;  it  is  to  be  included  in 
tne  Dependencies  of  Canada,  and  to  be 
efteemed  a  Part  of  it,  and  of  Courfe  be¬ 
comes  a  Portion  of  the  Pntijh  Dominions 
by  the  Ceffion  which  is  made  of  Canada , 
witn  all  its  Dependencies,  by  the  twenty-fe- 
cond  Article  of  the  publifhed  Preliminaries. 
And  indeed  it  is  with  me  a  Matter  of 
Doubt  whether  the  French  King  does 
not  by  that  Article  cede  to  us  Louifianne 
for  this  laft  has  always  been  efteemed  a 
Dependency  of  Canada,  its  Governor  be¬ 
ing  fubordinate  to  the  Governor  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  and  fubjedt  to  his  Controul  :  But 
be  this  as  it  may,  it  cannot,  I  think,  be 
doubted,  but  that  we  have  a  Right  to 
Louijianne  as  a  Part  of  our  old  Province  of 
Carolana,  being  comprehended  within 
the  Limits  deferibed,  in  Charles  the  Firft’s 

Charter, 
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Charter,  of  which  I  have  already  given 
my  Readers  an  ExtraCt  in  a  Note.  This 
Charter  was  granted  long  before  any  Eu¬ 
ropean  had  fettled  within  the  Limits  de- 
fcribed  by  it.  The  firft  that  made  any 
Attempt  towards  fettling  a  French  Colo¬ 
ny  in  that  Part  of  the  American  Conti- 

nent  was  Monf.  de  la  Salle.  About  the 

f  \ 

Year  1679,  this  Gentleman  having  had, 
from  certain  Indians  who  retired  towards 

t 

Canada ,  when  their  firft  Wars  broke  out 
with  the  Englijh,  a  very  pleafing  Account 
of  the  Country  bordering  to  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  on  the  MijJiJJippi,  and  with  Reafon 
imagining,  that  as  the  Climate  was  milder 
than  Canada ,  it  would  better  agree  with 
a  French  Conftitution,  and  produce  more 
valuable  Commodities  for  the  Increafe  of 
the  French  Trade  ;  he  undertook  an 
Expedition  thither  over  the  Continent, 
and  proceeding  as  far  as  the  Lake  Illinois, 
where,  on  the  River  Miamihas,  he  art? 
fully  gained  the  Permiffion  of  the  Indians 

§ 

to  build  a  Fort,  under  Pretence  of  pro¬ 
tecting  them  from  the  Englijh  and  Irocois , 
or  Five  Nations,  whom  he  reprefented  as 
cruel  and  treacherous.  This  Fort  was 

E  admirably 
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admirably  well  fituated  for  Trade,  being 
near  the  Head  of  a  River  that  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  MiJJiJJippi,  by  that  Means 
having  an  eafy  Communication  with  all 
the  Southern  Part  of  the  Continent  ;  and 
by  Means  of  the  Lakes  it  had  as  great 
Advantages  to  the  North.  It  became  af¬ 
terwards  the  great  Mart  or  Emporium  of 
French  Indian  Trade,  being  ufed  as  a 
Magazine  or  Storehoufe  for  all  Sorts  of 
European  Goods.  It  commanded  the 
Entrance  into  the  Lake,  and  kept  all 
the  neighbouring  Nations  in  Awe  and 
Subjection.  This  Fort  Monfieur  de  la 
Sale  called  Creve-coeur,  i.  e.  Heart¬ 
break,  from  the  Grief  with  which  he 
was  feized  for  the  Lofs  of  one  of  his 
chief  trading  Barks  with  a  rich  Cargo, 
and  for  the  treacherous  Intrigues  of  fome 
of  his  Company,  who  hr  ft  attempted  to 
poifon,  and  afterwards  defert  him.  This 
Fort  continued  in  high  efteem  with  the 
French,  till  they  difcovered  a  nearer  and 
eaher  PalTage  by  the  Ouabache  and  Ohio, 
the  Heads  of  both  which  Rivers  almoft 
communicate  with  the  Lake  Erie.  This 
fame  Monfieur  de  la  Salk ,  in  the  Year 

1685, 
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1 68  5,  made  a  Voyage  by  Sea,  to  diicover 
the  Mouth  of  th Mffiffipph  which,  being 
an  enterprizing  Man,  it  is  faid,  he  pur- 
pofely  overfhot,  going  as  far  to  the  Weft 
as  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard ,  which  he  cal¬ 
led  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis.  Here  he  built  a 
Fort,  having  formed  a  Defign  to  vilit  from 
thence  the  Mines  of  St.  Bar  be,  in  New 
Bifcay,  which  were  not  above  a  hundied 
Leagues  diftant, .  but  he  was  obliged  to 
delift  from  his  Enterprize,  tor  one  of  his 
VelTels  returned  to  France,  and  the  othei 
three  were  loft,  with  almoft  ad  nis  Stoies, 
Ammunition,  and  Provifions  ;  helices,  he 
found  it  no  eafy  Matter  to  engage  the  In¬ 
dians  in  his  Intereft ;  they  proved  his  bitter 
Enemies,  and  deftroyedmany  of  his  Men ; 
at  length,  this  gallant,  enterprizing,  and 
publick  fpirited  Officer,  having  chofen 
twenty  Men  for  his  Followers,  went  by 
Land,'  in  fearch  of  the  Miffiffippi,  and  was 
barbaroully  and  inhumanly  murdered  by 
them.  The  Fort  was  foon  afterwards 
taken  anddeftroyed  by  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians,  all  the  remaining  French  therein 
being  either  killed  or  taken  Prilbners. 
The  next  Attempt  was  in  \JQQ>  near  the 
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Eaftern  Branch  of  the  MiJJijJippi,  now  cal¬ 
led  the  River  Iberville ,  from  Monfieur 
D  Iberville ,  who,  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
\  ear,  built  a  iinall  Sconce  near  the  Bay 
of  B 1  loco  by,  and  in  it  left  forty  Men  well 
provided  with  Neceflaries ;  he  afterwards 

f 

returned  twice  to  France  for  Reinforce¬ 
ments,  but  on  his  third  Voyage  back  to 
Bilocohy,  died.  The  French  being  about 
this  Time  engaged  in  a  War,  and  having 
loft  their  adtive  Commander,  this,  and 
another  lmall  Settlement  they  then  had  in 
the  neighbourhood,  were  deferted  for 
tVant  of  a  timely  Supply  of  Neceflaries. 
After  the  Enghjh  had  been  many  Years 
fettled  on  the  Banks  of  the  great  River 
Coujfa  *,  to  the  Eaft  of  the  MiJJiffippi, 
and  had  carried  on  a  confiderable  Trade 
with  the  Indians,  being  kindly  entertain¬ 
ed  as  Friends  by  them,  about  the  Year 
1715,  they  were,  by  the  Intrigues  and 
Practices  of  the  French,  either  murdered. 
Or  obliged  to  make  room  for  thefe  bold  • 
Intruders,  who  immediately  built  a  Fort 
there,  and  formed  a  Settlement  which 
they  named  Fort  Louis,  making  it  the 

*  This  River  is  now  called  by  the  French,  Mobille,  ■ 
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chief  Refidence  of  the  Governor  of  7 

V  1  i 

r  •/»  *v.  t  -i 

LiOUiJiana. 

The  beft  Harbour  upon  all  the  Coaft 
of  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  is  Penjicola.  It  is 
capacious  and  very  fafe  from  all  Winds, 
has  four  Fathom  at  the  Entrance,  and 
gradually  deepens  to  feven  or  eight.  On 
the  Eaft  of  the  Harbour  enters  a  fine  Ri¬ 
ver,  which  has  a  Courfe  of  a  hundred 
Miles,  and  is  formed  of  two  Streams, 
which  unite  at  fome  Miles  diftance;  Pen¬ 
jicola  is  ninety  Leagues  Weft  from  the 
upper  Part  of  the  Peninfula  of  Florida . 

On  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Bay  there  was 
fome  Years  ago  a  fmall  Spanijh  Town  * 
and  Settlement,  with  a  ftocadoed  Fort  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  Guns :  This  the  French 
took  with  fmall  lofs,  in  the  Year  1719, 
from  the  Spaniards,  who  recovered  it 
again  in  a  few  Months,  but  it  was  foon 
afterwards  again  taken  by  the  French, 
and  kept  by  them.  This  Harbour,  which 
is  about  fourteen  Leagues  Eaft  of  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Mobile,  confequently  comprehended 

*  It  is  t°  be  fuppofed  the  Spaniards  have  given  up  all 
Claim  to  this  Country,  or  we  may  hereafter  have  a  Dis¬ 
pute  with  them  :  They  fkould  guarantee  the  Poflefliou 
ofit  to  us, 
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in  the  Track  ceded  by  the  fixth  Article  of 
the  Preliminaries  to  Great  Britain ,  is  o'- 
the  utmoft  Confequence ;  it  commands 
the  Bay  of  Mexico,  and  gives  the  Power, 
in  Time  of  War,  to  intercept  all  the  Spa- 
nijh  Trade  of  Panuco,  La  Vera  Cruz , 
Campeche,  Porto  Bello,  and  the  Havannah. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  in  this  Place,  to 
fay  fomething  of  the  Country  that  lies  to 
the  Weft  of  the  Miffiffippi,  which  the 
French  propofe  to  retain.  The  firft  River 
you  meet  with  of  any  Confequence  going 
to  the  Weft  ward,  is  that  of  the  Spu-onoa- 
tinnos,  or  Coenis,  fo  called  from  an  Indian 
Nation  ;  it  is  about  eighty  Leagues  Weft 
of  the  Miffiffippi,  broad,  deep,  and  navi¬ 
gable,  and  proceeds  from  the  Hills  on 
the  Borders  of  New  Mexico.  About 
thirty  Leagues  to  the  South- Weft  is  the 

j  O 

River  Kirononas ,  little  lefs  than  that  laft 
mentioned ;  its  Cotirfe  is  alio  from  the 
North-Weft,  having  its  Sources  in  the 
Mountains  of  Mexico.  Between  theie 
two  Rivers  lies  the  Bay  of  St.  Barnard , 
where  Monk  de  la  Salle  built  the  Fort 
above-mentioned ;  he  called  a  Stream 
which  falls  into  this  Bay  the  River  of 

Vach.es , 
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Vaches.  About  the  fame  Diftance  farther 
South- Weft  is  the  River  Bifcaterongs , 
nearly  of  the  fame  Magnitude,  and  ha» 
the  fame  Courfe,  and  its  Heads  from  the 
fame  Mountains.  The  laft  River  of  Note 
is  about  the  fame  Bignefs,  and  enters  the 
Bay  of  Mexico  at  the  North- Weft  End 
between  the  Degrees  27  and  28  j  it  is 
called  Abotas. 

Between  the  MiJJijJippi  on  the  Eaft  Side 
and  the  Peninfula  of  Florida,  there  are 
only  two  large  Rivers  the  firft  we  meet 
with  going  to  the  Eaft  is  the  CoufJ'a  River, 
or  Mobile,  the  largeft  in  this  Quarter  next 
to  the  Mijjifjippi  and  Ohio ;  it  has  its  Rife 
on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  Apalachean 
Mountains.  At  Ghiaha  on  this  Pviver  is- 
a  Pearl  Fishery,  there  being  found  in  that 
Part  a  Shell  Fifh  which  contains  them. 
On  the  Banks  of  this  River  Ferdinando 
Soto  reiided  fome  Time  in  his  famous 
Expedition.  Ail  the  *  Spanijh  Writers 

*  The  faithful  and  judicious  unknown  Portuguefe 
Author  of  that  Expedition,  in  a  few  words,  thus  deicribes 
the  Country  bordering  on  this  River:  “  It  corvliib  or 
Hills,  and  Vallies  between  ;  their  Granaries  were  full 
of  Indian  Corn  and  other  Edibles,  fo  populous  that 
their  Towns  and  Fields,  fowed  with  Corn,  touched 
each  other  ;  the  Country  is  very  agreeable,  by  Keaibn 
of  many  Rivulets,  which  make  lovely  Meadows.  There 
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of  this  Expedition  extol  the  Country  on 
its  Borders,  as  being  pleafant,  healthful, 
and  fertile.  This  great  River  receives 
the  Streams  of  a  great  Number  of  other 
fmaller  Rivers,  which  take  their  feve- 
ral  Names  from  the  Indians  that  inhabit 
their  Banks,  who  were  formerly  very  nu¬ 
merous,  but  now  much  decreafed  by  fre¬ 
quent  Wars  one  whole  Nation  was  in  a 
manner  deftroyed  by  Ferdinando  Soto  ; 
they  inhabited  a  Province  called  Fafcu- 
luza-,  it  enters  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  about 
fifteen  Leagues  to  the  Eafi:  of  the  great 
Bay  of  NaJJ'au ,  or  Spirito  Santo .  The 
River  runs  into  a  kind  of  Lagune,  or  Bay, 
which  is  barred  four  Miles  from  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  at  Low  Water  there 
is  not  on  the  Bar  above  three  Fathom  of 
Water  in  moft  Places,  but  in  ere  ales  when 
you  are  over  it  to  five  or  fix.  The  Har¬ 
bour  of  Penjicola  is  already  noticed,  fo  we 
lhall  now  proceed  to  the  other  great  Ri- 

grow  natui^lly  in  the  Fields,  Prunes,  better  than  we  can 
in  Spain  produce  by  Culture  even  in  our  Gardens. 
Vines  mount,  in  almoft  all  Places  near  the  Rivers,  to 
the  Tops  of  the  Trees.  There  are  divers  other  Sorts  of 
Vines,  which  are  low,  and  fome  run  upon  the  Ground, 
and,  by  cultivating,  might  be  wonderfully  imprpved, 
though  very  good  and  pleafant  as  they  are  in  their  na¬ 
tural  Hate..” 

ver* 
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ver,  which  is  that  of  Palache,  or  Spirit a 
Santo,  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
Bay  of  Mexico,  between  Penjicola  and  the 
Peninfula  of  Florida,  in  thirty  Degrees  of 
North  Latitude  and  fome  Minutes.  It  is 
fomewhat  hard  to  find,  on  account  of 
fome  Ifles  and  Lagunes  before  it ;  and 
though  a  fine  River,  and  comes  far  out  of 
the  Country,  it  has  not  above  three  Fa¬ 
thoms  Water  at  the  Bar,  but  that  being 
palled  is  very  deep  and  large ;  the 
Country  near  it  being  a  perfedt  Level,  and 
the  River  having  a  double  Current,  one 
from  the  South  and  the  other  from  the 
W: elf.  The  Tide  flows  higher  up  it  than 
any  other  River  along  the  Coaft ;  fome 
fay  above  fifty  Miles. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  by  the  Preli¬ 
minary  Articles,  the  Line  of  Partition  is 
to  be  drawn  from  the  Head  of  th zMiJJijfip- 
pi,  along  the  Middle  of  the  Channel,  till 
we  come  to  the  River  Iberville ,  the  eaft- 
ern  Mouth  or  Channel  of  that  River, 
thereby  leaving  the  fertile,  plealant,  and 
large  Bland  of  Naffau,  or  New  Orleans * 
as  well  as  the  fine  Bay  of  Naffau  or  Spi- 
rito  Santo ,  in  the  Hands  of  the  French , 
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together  with  the  capital  Town  of  New 
Orleans.  This  Ifland  is,  indeed,  almofl: 
the  only  Part  of  Louijianne  that  is  per¬ 
fectly  fettled  by  the  French,  and  ought, 
therefore,  as  being  of  Value  to  us,  on  that 
Account  to  have  been  included  in  the 
Cefiion  they  make  of  the  Country  Eaft 
of  the  Miffijjippi.  By  retaining  that  Ifland 
they  will  be  contiuai  Spies  on  our  Con¬ 
duct,  and  ready  to  crufli  our  Infant  Set^ 
dements  on  the  Mobile ,  Palache,  at  Pen- 
Jicolti,  or  wherever  elle  it  may  be  thought 
proper  to  make  them,  before  they  can 
poflibly  be  well  eftablilhed  and  able  to 
defend  themfelves  ;  befides  the  Opportu¬ 
nities  they  will,  by  their  Situation,  have, 
to  tamper  with,  and  praCtife  on,  the  Cre¬ 
dulity  of  the  Indian  Inhabitants,  and  pre¬ 
vent  their  living  on  amicable  Terms  with 
the  Fnglijh.  The  Bay  of  Najfau  is  no 
inconsiderable  ObjeCt,  being  fo  conve¬ 
nient  as  lying  almoft  contiguous  to  the 
Entrance  of  the  MiJJiJippi ;  it  is  formed 
•  by  four  Iflands,  which  run  almofl:  due 
South,  a  little  inclining  to  the  Weft;  the 
moft  northerly  between  which  and  the 

Main  is  the  Entrance  of  the  Bay,  being 
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eight  Leagues  long,  was  called  by  the 
People,  fent  by  Dr.  Cox  in  the  Year  1698 
on  Difeovery,  Mir  tie  IJland,  On  digging 
there  is  Plenty  of  very  good  frefh  Water. 
This  Iiland,  in  fome  Places,  is  very  nar¬ 
row.  The  Bay  is  five  Leagues  broad 
from  Mir  tie  IJland  to  a  Row  of  Blands 
which  run  parallel  with  the  Main ;  the 
Length  of  the  Bay  from  North  to  South 
is  one  entire  Degree. 

Though  we  are  not  at  prefent  to  be 
po  fie  filed  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,  yet  the 
free  Navigation  of  the  whole  Length  of 
the  MiJJiJJipfi  is  given  to  us;  it  cannot, 
therefore,  be  unacceptable  to  my  Readers 
if  I  give  fome  few  necetfary  Cautions  with 
relped:  to  entering  this  great  River,  at 
prelent  fo  little  known  to  the  Englijh  Na-» 
vigators  in  general.  Though  the  Lati¬ 
tude  and  Longitude  of  the  Mouths  of  the 
MiJJiJJippi  were  perfectly  known,  it  is  al- 
moft  Itill  impoffible  to  find  them  in  the 
common  W ay  of  lading ;  for  if  you  bear 
ever  fo  little  to  the  South  you  meet  with 
a  very  Itrong  Current  that  will  drive  you 
to  the  South- Weft  two  Miles  an  Hour 
till  you  come  to  the  Welt  End  of  the 
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Bay  of  Mexico ;  to  prevent  which,  you 
mull  make  the  Main  of  Florida,  in 
about  thirty  Degrees  of  Latitude.  The 
Land  is  fo  very  low,  you  can  fcarcely  fee 
it  at  four  Leagues  diftance,  where  there 
is  forty-five  or  fifty  Fathom;  but  ten 
Leagues  off,  there  is  no  Ground  at  a  hun¬ 
dred  Fathom.  Fenjicola ,  already  defcribed, 

is  the  moft  convenient  Place  to  fall  in 

1 

withal,  for  which  Purpofe  it  is  bed;  to 
make  the  'Tortuga  Ijlands,  which  are  feven 
in  Number,  and  but  a  few  Leagues  to  the 

■h  _  * 

North  Weft  of  Cape  Florida,  and  the  lit¬ 
tle  Iftands  which  lie  before  it,  called  Los 
Martyres.  The  Tortuga  Ijlands  lie  be¬ 
tween  the  Latitude  of  twenty-four  De¬ 
grees,  and  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  Mi¬ 
nutes,  not  in  a  Circle,  as  reprefented  in 
the  old  Charts,  but  bear  almoft  North 
and  South.  In  April,  May,  and  June 
they  abound  with  good  Turtle,  whence 
their  Name.  The  Courie  from  the  Tor - 
tug  a  Ijlands  to  Penjicola,  is  North  forty- 
four  Weft,  diftance  a  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  Leagues,  the  Shore  bold,  bearing 
Eaft  and  Weft.  Nine  Leagues  from  Land 
there  is  thirty-three  Fathom  Water,  but 

if 
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if  you  make  the  River  CauJJas,  which  is 
a  hundred  and  fixty-ieven  Leagues,  and  is 
remarkable  for  a  large  opening  with  a 
.  fmall  fandy  Ifle  in  the  Middle,  the  Land 
will  ftretch  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  within 
eighteen  Leagues  you  will  fall  in  with 
Mirth  Ijland ,  which  with  the  Main, 
makes  the  Entrance  into  the  great  Bay  of 
Spirits  Santo.  This,  with  five  or  fix  other 
low  Illes,  runs  in  a  Range  fourteen 
Leagues;  and  to  the  South  Weft  of  them, 
about  five  Leagues,  are  high  Woods* 
Stand  over  for  the  South  Part  of  thele 
Woods,  till  you  come  to  four  Fathom, 
then  caft  Anchor,  and  fend  a  Boat  to  a 
low  Point  to  the  Southward  along  Shore. 
In  five  Feet  Water  you  will  find  a  fmall 
Branch  of  the  River,  row  up  to  it,  the 
Current  will  carry  you  to  the  Bar,  where 
you  may  take  your  Marks  for  your  En¬ 
trance  into  it.  It  may  fometimes  happen 
the  Waters  are  too  low  to  pafs  this  Chan¬ 
nel  ;  in  this  Cafe  run  by  the  Soundings  of 
the  Shore  in  five  or  fix  Feet  Water,  and 
keep  that  Depth  till  you  come  to  the  pitch 
of  the  Eaji  Cape,  where  you  will  find 
the  eafterly  Branch,  in  five  or  fix  Feet 
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Water.  Row  up,  take  your  Marks,  return, 
fix  your  Buoys,  and  you  may  carry  your 
Ship  into  the  River  very  fafely.  The  like 
Caution  mu  ft  be  ufed  for  entering  either  of 
the  other  Mouths,  to  keep  near  the  Shore, 
and  by  anchoring  ftop  the  Tide  of  Ebb. 

By  enquiring  into  the  Rights  of  the 
F reach  to  the  Country,  Weft  of  the  Mif- 
Jifipph  I  do  not  mean  to  infinuate  that 
our  Territory  in  North  America  is  not  al¬ 
ready  diffidently  extenfive,  eipecially 
comprehending  the  late  ceded  Provinces  ; 
but  as  we  are  all  of  us  fenfible  what  bad 
Neighbours  the  French  are,  if  we  can 
eftabiifh  an  acknowledged  Right  and 
Claim  to  the  whole  Northern  Continent, 
our  Colonifts  will  be  much  more  fecure  in 
their  Lives  and  Properties,  and  the  India n 
Trade  will  be  by  far  more  confiderable 
than  it  has  ever  yet  been  yet,  as  the  Na¬ 
tives  will  have  only  an  Englijh  Market  to 
go  to  with  their  Furs  :  On  the  contrary,  as 
the  Cafe  now  ftands,  if  we  do  not  build 
Forts  at  the  Mouth  of  almoft  every  River 
that  difcharges  its  Waters  into  the  Eaft 
Side  of  the  MiffiJJippi,  it  is  a  great  doubt 
with  me,  whether  all  the  Canadian  and 
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Northern  Indians  will  not  ftill  find  a  Way 
to  the  French  Markets,  by  means  of  the 
Lakes,  which  afford  them  an  ealy  Navi¬ 
gation,  and  the  Rivers  that  are  almoft 
contiguous  to  them,  and  fall  into  the  Mif- 
jifjippi.  If  this  fhould  happen,  Canada  will 
be  of  no  other  Service  to  us,  than  as,  by 
being  in  our  Pofieffion,  it  removes  the 
French  to  a  greater  Diftance  from  the 
Back  of  our  Northern  Colonies,  where 
they  began  to  grow  very  trpublefome;  but 
at  the  fame  Time  it  increafes  by  Emigra¬ 
tion  their  Numbers  in  the  South,  where 
our  Colonifts  are  not  fo  well  able  to  con¬ 
tend  with  them  in  their  Encroachments. 

It  has  been  fomeTimepaft  theFafhionto 
depreciate  the  Value  of  the  Southern  Part  of 
the  Territory  ceded  to  us  by  the  PrelimL 
naries I  fhall,  therefore,  take  this  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  dwell  a  little  on  the  native  Com-r 
modifies  of  this  Region  ;  but  it  muft  be 
remembered,  when  I  am  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Advantages  pofieffed  by  the 
ceded  Territory,  that  the  Country  to  the 
Weft  of  the  great  River  ftill  to  be  retain¬ 
ed  by  the  French  is,  in  all  Relpedts,  e- 
qual,  and  in  fome  fuperior  to  it ;  confe- 

quently 


quently  it  is  well  worth  our  while  to  keep 
up  the  juft  Claim  we  have  to  it  as  part 
of  our  old  Province  of  Carolana, 

In  the  firll  Place,  then,  this  Country 
abounds  with  Indian  Corn,  of  which  the 
Natives  have  always  two,  and  fometimes 
three  Crops  in  a  Year ;  the  Ufe  of  this  is 
well  known  on  the  Continent.  Along 
the  Coafts,  and  two  or  three  hundred 
Miles  up  the  Country  from  the  Sea,  they 
have  the  Root  Mandihoca ,  of  which  the 
Caffavi  or  Caffada  Cakes  and  Bread  is 
jnade,  the  chief  Food  of  the  Indians  be¬ 
tween  the  Tropicks,  and  efteemed  a  good 
Nouriihment.  This  Country  befides  af¬ 
fords  another  Kind  of  Corn  like  Oats,  but 
lamer,  which  exceeds  our  Oatmeal ;  this 

O 

grows  fpontaneouily  in  marfhy  Places. 
Thev  have  Limes  in  Plenty,  and  Prunes 

J  * 

growing  in  the  open  Fields,  which  are  often 
dried  for  Winter  Provifion  ;  ether  Fruits 
they  have  common  to  the  Latitude  in 
which  the  Country  lies,  but  I  cannot 
pads  over  the  Grape  in  Silence.  They  have 
Vines  of  feveral  Kinds  growing  wild  in 
the  Woods,  fome  of  which  climb  the 

Trees,  others  run  on  the  Ground,  and, 
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in  ali  Probability,  were  they  properly 
cultivated  and  pruned,  they  would  yield 
as  good  Grapes,  and  confequently  as  good 
Wine,  as  any  Part  of  Europe  affords.  As 
in  England  our  Confumption  of  this  en¬ 
chanting  Liquor  is  fo  great,  it  would  be 
an  amazing  Saving  to  the  Nation  could 
we  be  fupplied  with  it  from  our  own  Co¬ 
lonies  which,  perhaps,  may,  in  Time, 
be  the  Cafe,  as  we  are  to  be  poffefled  of 
this  fertile  Country  in  which  Vines  thrive 
fo  well.  There  are  Beeves  in  great  Plenty  • 
in  the  Woods,  as  well  as  Store  of  Venifon 
and  Game  ;  the  Sheep  to  be  found  there 
are  of  the  Spanijh  Breed,  their  Flefh  is  as 
good  as  ours,  and  the  Wool  better  for  many 
Ufes :  Hogs  are  very  numerous,  and  their 
Fleih  good;  Turkies,  Buftards,  Pheafants, 
Partridges,  Pidgeons,  &c.  &c.  are  without 
Number,  as  well  as  all  Sorts  of  Sea  Fowl. 

I  muff  now  take  Notice  of  an  Article 
of  much  more  Importance  than  any 
I  have  hitherto  mentioned,  I  mean 
Cotton,  which  grows  here  wild,  and 
may  be  managed  and  improved  to  as 
great  Advantage  as  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
A  popular  W riter  has  lately  laid  a  great 

G  ftrefs 
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Strcfs  on  the  Quantity  of  Cotton  annually 
imported  from  Guadalupe  firtce  it  has  been 
in  our  Hands,  and  chiefly  from  that  Ar¬ 
ticle  eltimated  the  future  Value  of  the 
Mand  ;  but  as  we  are  now  to  have  a  Ter¬ 
ritory  every  Way  as  proper  for  the  Growth 
of  it,  and  of  much  larger  Extent,  why 
fhould  we  lament  the  Lofs  of  that  Illand, 
or  why  blame  the  Miniftry  for  reftoring 
it,  when  we  can  reap  ali  the  Advantages 
it  could  have  afforded,  from  that  Part  of 
Louifumne  which  we  are  to  poffefs  ?  This 
may,  perhaps,  be  denied  ;  but  let  me  af- 
fure  the  GbjeCtors,  that  Coffee,  Tea*, 
and  fbme  Kinds  of  Spices,  will  certainly 
thrive  and  come  to  Perfection  there  ;  and 
it  is  more  than  believed  that  Sugar  Canes 
might  be  planted  to  good  Advantage. 
Cochineal  is  another  Commodity  of  great 
•Value;  this  is  produced  in  Plenty  enough 
to  fupply  all  our  Wants ;  the  Tuna,  on 

*  A  few  Years  ago  a  Dutchman*  who  had  lived  many 
Years  in  China ,  learned  there  the  Art  of  drying  the  feve- 
2  al  Kinds  of  Tea ;  this  Man  afterwards  fettled  in  South 
Carolina ,  and  having  brought  with  him  fome  Tea  Seeds, 
planted  them  in  his  Garden,  where  they  grew,  and 
throve  prodigioufly,  bearing  plenty  of  Leaves  and 
Mowers  ;  but  before  the  Dutchman  had  an  Opportunity 
of  putting  his  Knowledge  in  practice,  he  died,  and  the 
Art  dropped  with  him,  but  the  Tea  Plants  have  been 
propagated  in  Gardens  there  ever  fince. 

which 


which  it  feeds,  being  common  there  both 
on  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Sides  of  the  Miffijjip- 
pi,  for  fome  hundred  Miles  up  the  Coun¬ 
try  from  the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  Cochi¬ 
neal  *  is  a  Commodity  of  fuch  Value,  arid 
fo  evidently  ufeful  and  necelfary  in  Dying, 
that  too  much  Attention  cannot  be  had 
to  the  Production  of  Plenty  of  it  in  our 
Colonies. 

* 

The  next  Article  to  be  mentioned  is 
Ambcrgreafe,  which  is  often  found  on 

this  Coaft,  from  the  Cape  of  Florida  to 

•  *< 

*  The  Cochineal  is  an  Infetl  that  breeds  and  feeds 
on  the  T unal ,  or  Tuna,  of  which  there  are  divers  Sorts, 
all  to  be  found  in  the  Territory  bordering  on  the  Mif- 
Jiffippi .  After  a  Time  thefe  Infe&s  fatten  themfelvejs 
to  the  Leaves,  being  covered  by  a  fmall  fine  Webb, 
which,  when  come  to  Maturity,  they  eat  through,  and. 
fall  to  the  Ground.  The  Spaniards,  in  Mexico,  are  very 
curious  in  gathering  them  ;  they  carefully  watch  the 
Seafon,  and,  fpreading  Sheets  under  the  Plants,  receive 
the  falling  Infefts,  which,  being  dried,  are  curiouflv 
packed  and  fent  to  Spain ,  and  from  thence  dittributed 
to  the  mod:  civilized  Parts  of  AJia  and  Europe.  The 
Cochineal  is  of  two  Sorts,  one  wild,  which  they  call 
Silvejier  ;  this,  though  it  bears  a  good  Price,  is  far 
from  being  either  fo  good  or  fo  valuable  as  that  which 
is  regularly  cultivated  in  Gardens,  in  a  Manner  not 
much  unlike  the  Method  ufed  in  growing  Tobacco  in 
Virginia ,  & c.  Acofta  tells  us,  that  in  the  Fleet  wherein 
he  returned  from  Mexico  to  Spain ,  that  Province  only 
flapped  5677  Arobes,  each  251b.  weight,  and  valued  at 
2 83 >75°  Pieces  of  Eight ;  the  Quantities  have  been 
fince  much  more  coniiderable,  and  the  Value  of  it  in 
Europe  greatly  encreafed,  which  occafions  Cloth,  &c.  of 
a  fcarlet,  &c.  Colour  to  be  dearett  of  any. 

G  2  •  Mexico , 
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Mexico ,  and  is  of  great  Value.  Salt,  lb 
necefiary  to  human  Life  and  Health,  may 
be  made  up  the  Country,  from  feveral 
Salt  Springs  which  are  to  be  met  with 
near  feme  of  the  Branches  of  the  Mif- 
Jifiippiy  both  on  the  Eaftern  and  Weftern 
Sides.  Silk  is  a  Commodity  of  fuch  Ufe, 
nay,  fo  very  eflential  to  the  being  of  a  great 
Manufacture,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  enlarge 
on  the  Benefits  that  would  accrue  from 
the  extenfive  Production  of  it  in  our  South¬ 
ern  Colonies.  The  Territory  of  which  we 
are  now  treating,  abounds  with  Forefts  of 
Mulberry  Trees,  the  well  known  Food  of 
the  Silk  Worm.  The  Climate  is  very  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  Health  of  the  InfeCt,  and 
certainly,  with  proper  Encouragement,  a 
confiderable  Quantity  of  Silk  might  be 
produced  here  bytheLabourof  theWomen 
and  Children  of  even  an  Infant  Colony  ; 
fo  much  Treafure  is  annually  carried  out 
of  the  Nation  for  Raw  Silk  *,  that  it  is 


*• 

*  The  Silk  we  import  from  China ,  Bengal ',  and  other 
Parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies ,  Perfia ,  Turkey,  Naples ,  Sec. 
ferves  for  dillind  Ufes|;  in  all  probability  the  MiJJiJJippi 
Country  would  produce  every  diftind  Kind  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  inland  Parts.  It  would  poffibly  fucceed  better 
than  in  Georgia,  as  at  a  Diftance  from  the  Sea  the  Air 
is  more  falubrious  for  the  Worms,  being  lefs  damp,  and 
not  fo  much  fubjeft  to  Fogs,  The  Chine/e  fow  Mul¬ 
berry 
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become  an  Objedt  well  worth  the  publick 
Attention.  South  Carolina  *  has  produced 
it,  and  Georgia  has  now  great  Encourage¬ 
ment  for  that  Purpofe.  On  the  Coafl  of 
the  Bay  of  Mexico,  on  both  Sides  the  Mif- 
Jiffippi,  efpecially  after  high  South  Winds, 
is  found  a  Sort  of  Stone  Pitch,  called  by 
the  Spaniards  Copec :  This,  when  made 
more  liquid  by  a  Mixture  of  Greafe,  is 
efteemed  in  hot  Countries,  preferable  to 
Pitch,  for  paying  Ships  Bottoms,  not  be¬ 
ing  fo  apt  to  melt  by  the  Heat.  Hemp 
and  Flax  may  be  cultivated  here  to  any 
extent,  the  Plants  that  produce  them 
growing  naturally  wild.  Timber  abounds, 

berry  Trees  in  Beds  as  we  do  Pot-herbs,  and  mow  thofe 
of  one  Year’s  Growth,  which  are  very  tender,  for  the 
young  Worms  ;  the  fecond  Year’s  Growth  they  feed 
them  with  when  they  are  fomewhat  larger,  and  when 
ftrong  they  fupply  them  with  Leaves  from  the  Trees  ; 
this  Method  fecures  them  from  Difeafes,  to  which  they 
are  fo  fubje£t  if  fed  with  tough  Leaves  when  young  ; 
it  alfo  faves  Trouble,  and  thereby  leffens  the  Number  ' 
of  Hands  neceffary  to  attend  them. 

*  Sir  Nathanael  JohnJ'on  many  Y'ears  ago  made  a  Trial 
of  railing  Silk  Worms  in  South  Carolina ,  and  met  with 
all  the  Succefs  he  could  in  Reafon  wifh  for  ;  but  there 
being  at  that  1  ime  no  public  Encouragement  given,  he 
was  under  a  Neceffity  of  dropping  his  public*/pirited 
Undertaking,  on  account  of  the  Dearnefs  of  Labour, 
there  being  at  that  Time  fo  very  few  Hands  to  be  hired 
under  a  very  exorbitant  Price.  In  Georgia  they  have  of 
late  had  better  Succefs,  owing  to  the  public  Filatures, 
and  to  the  Support  they  have  had. 
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as  Oak,  Fir,  Cedar,  Spruce,  Pine,  and  di¬ 
vers  others  ;  of  courfeTar,  Pitch,  and  Re- 
iin  cannot  be  long  wanting;  and  as  the 
Country  is  in  fome  Parts  very  woody,  Pot- 
afh  might  be  made  here  as  well  as  in  the 
other  Colonies. 

By  the  fixteenth  Preliminary  Article, 
“  The  Subjeds  of  Great  Britain  have 
“  Liberty  granted  them  of  cutting  and 
“  carrying  away  Logwood  from  the  Bay  of 
“  Honduras ;”  this  is  in  general  looked  up¬ 
on  as  a  great  Point  gained;  but  it  would 
certainly  be  much  more  eligible  to  have 
th  isuleful  Wood  from  our  own  Dominions. 
The  MifliJJippi  Country  affords  it,  as  well 
as  many  other  dying  Woods,  as  Fuftick, 
&c.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  when 
a  Colony  is  eftablilhed  in  our  new  South¬ 
ern  Acquisition,  this  Trade  will  be  no 
longer  precarious,  and  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Spaniards,  at  the  Commencement  of  every 
War.  Many  Roots  are  ufed  by  the  In¬ 
dians  in  thefe  Parts,  which  may  be  found 
very  ufeful  to  Dyers.  Befides  the  Advan¬ 
tages  already  mentioned,  there  are  Mines 
of  Lead,  Copper,  Cinnabar,  Iron,  and 
Coals,  which,  when  worked,  would  be 

very 
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very  profitable  to  the  Undertakers. 

Thefe  are  Commodities  which  this  Coun¬ 
try  produces ;  it  may  not  in  the  next  Place 
be  improper  to  enumerate  a  few  that,  in  all 
human  Probability,  would1'’ thrive  there. 
Olives  *  might  certainly  be  planted  here 
to  great  Advantage,  and  the  Sums  of 
Money  we  annually  fend  to  Spam  and 
Italy  for  the  Fruit  and  Oil,  might  be  faved 
to  the  Nation.  Almond  Trees  would 
alfo  thrive,  and  fupply  the  Confumption 
of  Great  Britain,  with  the-  Fruit  and 
Oil,  which  would  be  feme  faving. 
We  annually  import  vaft  Quantities  of 
Currants  -f  from  Spain  and  the  Levant, 

•V  '  4  ’  .  .  **'"■.  A-  '  « 

*  Acofta ,  in  enumerating  the  Productions  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  particularly  mentions  Olives  and  Almonds  as 
thriving  fo  well  in  Mexico ,  as  to  exceed  thofe  of  Spain 
and  Italy ,  but,  for  very  obvious  political  Reafons,  both 
they  and  the  Vines  are  forbidden  to  be  iifed  for  the 
Production  of  Oil  or  Wine. 

f  Olives,  Almonds,  and  Currants  were  thought  fir* 
neceffary  Commodities,  that  King  Charles  the  Second, 
with  the  Advice  of  his  Council,  gave  great  Encourage¬ 
ment,  in  his  Patent  for  Carolina ,  to  the  Proprietors, 
Planters,  or  any  others,  who  ihould  produce  and  import 
them  to  England ;  as  alfo  Capers,  and  iome  other  Com¬ 
modities  therein  mentioned.  Indeed  we  of  this  Century 
are  too  little  attentive  to|the  Degree  of  Encouragement 
that  it  is  proper  and  neceffary  to  give  to  our  Colonies, 
in  the  Production  of  particular  Commodities  ;  was  this 
Point  attended  to,  we  fhould  not  fo  frequently  hear 
Complaints  made,  that  the  Trade  of  North  America  in¬ 
terferes  with  that  of  the  Mother  Country  ;  but  it  they 
are  not  tempted  by  Rewards,  and  a  good  Market,  to 

employ 
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the  I (lands  of  Zant  and  Cepbalonia  and 
it  cannot  but  be  remembered  how  fcarce 
and  dear  they  are  grown  fince  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Spanijh  War.  That 
they  would  grow  in  the  ceded  Territory  is 
more  than  probable,  the  Climate  and  Lati¬ 
tude  being  much  the  fame  with  the  Iflands 
above-mentioned.  It  is  not  at  all  im¬ 
probable,  for  many  Reafons,  but  that  Salt¬ 
petre  might  be  made  here,  as  well  as  in 
the  Eajl  Indies  and  this  is,  indeed,  well 
worth  enquiring  into,  as  it  would  make 
us  much  more  certain  of  a  regular  Supply 
of  Gunpowder  than  we  have  ever  yet 
been ;  it  has  been  attempted  in  England \ 
but  not  with  the  wilhed-for  Succefs. 

Should  I  venture  to  fay  that  this  Country 
might  be  made  to  produce  fome  of  the 
dearer  Kind  of  Spices,  it  might,  perhaps, 
«'em  ideal,  yet  why  it  ihould  not  is  no 
Way  obvious  to  my  Comprehenlion. 
Mod  of  the  fine  Fruits  we  have  in  Eng¬ 
land  are  of  foreign  Original,  but  have 
been,  at  various  Times,  tranfplanted  into 

employ  their  Time  in  raifing  Commodities  that  may 
aniwer  their  Purpofe  of  maintaining  their  Families, 
without  being  detrimental  to  England ,  they  muft  of 
courfe  attend  to  what  affords  them  the  moll  ready  Profit 
abitradted  from  any  other  Confideration. 

this 
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this  Ifland,  and  by  proper  Culture,  as 
it  were,  naturalized  to  the  Climate  ; 
how  much  more  eafy,  then,  muft  it  be 
to  bring  the  Trees  which  bear  the  Spices 
to  thrive  in  a  Climate  which  is  nearly, 
if  not  in  an  equal  Degree  pofleffed  of 
all  the  Advantages  that  in  which  they 
originally  and  fpontaneoully  grew  can 
boaft.  The  Dutch,  perhaps,  would  not 
chufe  we  fhould  pay  any  Attention  to  this 
Point,  but  the  Advantage  it  would  be  of 
to  England,  is  fufficiently  obvious. 

Were  I  to  give  my  Pen  the  Liberty,  I 
Could  enumerate  many  other  ufeful  Com¬ 
modities  which  this  Country  either  natu¬ 
rally  produces,  or  which  might,  with 
due  Culture,  be  brought  to  thrive  in  it; 
Commodities  which  ought  to  be  encou¬ 
raged  in  all  our  Colonies ;  I  have  in  par¬ 
ticular  omitted  Rice,  left  it  might  feem 
to  interfere  with  the  Trade  of  Carolina ; 
yet  as  that  Province  cannot  fupply  a  t'uffi- 
cient  Quantity  for  our  Home  Confump- 
tion,  but  we  are  ftill  obliged  to  import 
much,  I  fee  no  Reafon  why  the  Growth 
of  it  fhould  not  be  encouraged  in  the  Co¬ 
lony  to  be  planted  in  the  ceded  Territory. 

H  Many 
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Many  Trades  of  Land  near  the  Banks  of 
the  numerous  Rivers  are  well  adapted  to 
tne  Purpol'e  ;  and  if  the  Quantity  raifed 
was  thereby  in  any  conliderable  Degree 
increafed,  it  would  not  only  employ  more 
Shipping,  and  of  courfe  a  greater  Num¬ 
ber  of  Seamen,  but  might  be  a  probable 
Means  of  reducing  the  Price  of  it,  and 
make  it  of  courfe  be  much  more  general¬ 
ly  eat  by  the  poorer  Kind  of  People,  who 
would  be  glad  of  an  innocently-increafed 
Variety  of  Food. 

The  Articles  I  have  already  mentioned 
are  common  to  the  Country  on  both  Sides 
of  the  MiJJiJjippi ;  but  the  Weflern  Ter¬ 
ritory,  which  is  hill  to  be  retained  by  the 
French,  can,  it  is  faid,  boaft  of  other 
Advantages,  I  mean  Gold  and  Silver 
in  the  Mountains  to  the  Weft, 
which  feparate  this  Country  from  New 
Mexico.  It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  for  our 
fntereft,  as  a  Nation,  to  be  poileffed  of 
them,  «  at  leaft  if,  as  in  Spain,  they  fhould 
enervate  us  with  Luxury,  and  Rifle  that 
Spirit  of  Enterprize  and  Induftry  for 
which  the  Englijh  Nation  has  been  long 
famed. 


It 


(  51  ) 

It  is,  perhaps.  Time  to  return  to  our 
original  Subject,  and  fay  a  few  Words 
more  relative  to  the  Right  the  French 
have  to  the  fine  Territory  to  the  Weft  of 
the  MiJJiflippi.  Take  this  Matter  in  any 
Light  whatever,  we  have  certainly  a  bet¬ 
ter,  as  well  as  a  prior  Right  to  the  Coun¬ 
try  in  Queftion,  not  only  as  firft  Difco- 
verers  of  it,  but  as  firft  Settlers  and  Oc¬ 
cupiers.  • 

We  do  not  find  that  th t  French  had  any 

Footing  in  what  they  call  Louijianne,  till 
Monfi  de  la  Salle  made  an  Expedition 
thither  about  the  \  ear  1685,  not  fo  much  •* 
with  an  Intention  of  forming  a  Settle¬ 
ment,  as  to  furprize  the  Spanijh  Mines  of 
St.  Barbe.  Monf.  Iberville  was  the  next, 
who  about  the  Year  1700  formed  a  fmall 
Settlement,  which  was  afterwards  aban¬ 
doned,  near  the  Bay  of  Bilocohy,  and  it  was 
near  fifteen  Years  from  that  Time  before 
it  bore  any  Semblance  of  a  French  Colo¬ 
ny  ;  then,  indeed,  the  Englifi  were  by 
Violence  driven  from  their  Settlements 
and  Houfes ;  and  from  that  Time  it  has 
been  entirely,  though  unjuftly,  pofiefled 

by  the  French.  ■  The  City  of  New  Or- 

FI  2  leans 
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leans  has  rifen  to  a  fudden  Degree  of  E- 
minence,  and  that  whole  Quarter  of  the 
aimer  scan  Continent  has  by  the  French 
been  diftinguiffied  by  the  Name  of  La 
JLouiJianne . 

If  we  examine  into  the  Right  of  the 
Englijh  to  this  fruitful  Track,  we  ffiall 
find  it  much  better  founded,  if  we  allow 
the  firft  Difcovery,  Grant,  PofTeffion,  and 
other  molt  material  Circumftances,  to 
have  their  due  Weight.  Sebajlian  Cabot 
was  in  the  Englijh  Service  and  Pay,  when 
he  made  the  Difcovery.  King  Charles 
the  Firft  granted  a  Patent  of  the  particular 
Track  the  French  afFedt  to  call  Loui~ 
Jlanne,  to  Sir  Robert  Heath ;  this  Patent 
was  duly  affigned  over  to  Lord  Maltr avers 
afterwards  Earlo i Arundel,  who  took  adtual 
PofTeffion  of  the  Country,  and  planted  fe- 
veral  Parts  of  it,  and  this  fo  early  as  be¬ 
fore  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  Wars. 

In  the  Year  1678,  fome  New  England 
Men  went  on  Difcovery  *,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  the  whole  Length  of  the  Southern 

*  It  is  to  he  noted,  the  Planters,  who  had  before  this 
Time  made  Settlements  in  this  Country,  had,  for  the 
moll  Part,  gone  over  Land  from  the  Ealt  Coaft,  fettled 
by  the  EngUJh>  the  Mouths  cf  he  Mijfijfifpi  being  not 
yet  known. 

Coaft 
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Coaft  of  the  Continent  as  far  as  Mexico ; 
at  their  return  rendering  an  Account  of 
their  Proceedings  to  the  Government  of 
Bojion.  Colonel  IV ood  had,  feveral 
Years  before,  difcovered  the  Branches 
of  the  great  River  Ohio  and  the  Mif~ 
ffipp'r,  and  foon  afterwards  Dr.  Cox,  who 
became  by  divers  mean  Alignments  en¬ 
titled  to  the  Province,  under  the  original 
Charter,  made  by  his  Agents  feveral  yery 
important  Difcoveries,  many  of  his  People 
palfing  the  whole  Continent  from  Penjil- 
i vania ,  by  the  Sufquehanah  River,  to  New 
Mexico,  difcovering  thereby  Territories 
altogether  unknown  to  the  French.  But 

* 

what  is  moll  material,  and  bed;  afcertains 
our  Right  to  the  Province  in  Queftion  is> 
that  the  fame  Dr.  Cox,  in  the  Year  1698, 
fitted  out  two  Ships,  provided  with  twenty 
great  Guns,  fixteen  Pateraroes,  with 
fmall  Arms,  Ammunition,  Stores,  and 
Provifions  of  all  Sorts,  not  only  for  the  Ufe 
of  thofe  on  board,  and  for  making  Dif¬ 
coveries  by  Sea,  but  alfo  for  building  a 
Fortification,  and  fettling  a  Colony,  there 
being  in  thefe  V efiels,  befides  the  Complex 
ment  of  Men,  above  thirty  Englijh  and 

French, 
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French  Volunteers,  all  Gentlemen.  One 

i 

of  thefe  Ships  difcovered  the  Mouths  of 
the  great  and  famous  River  Miffijfippn 
entered  and  afcended  it  above  a  hundred 
Miles,  and  had  perfe&ed  a  Settlement  in 
it,  had  not  the  Captain  of  the  other  Ship 
failed  to  perform  his  Duty  and  Engage¬ 
ments  by  deferting  his  Comrades ;  and 
fuch  was  the  publick  Spirit  of  Dr.  Cox, 
that  had  it  been  done,  there  would  never 
after  have  been  any  Danger  of  the  French 
Nation’s  getting,  what  they  have  fince  done, 
on  that  Part  of  the  Continent.  As  it  was, 
however,  they  took  Poffeffion  of  the 
Country  in  the  Name  of  King  W, tlliam, 
and  left  in  feveral  Places  the  Arms  of 
England  affixed  on  Boards  and  T rees,  as  a 
kitting  Memorial  of  it.  But  what  is  moit 
to  our  Purpofe .  is,  that  this  was  the  firft 
Ship  that  ever  entered  that  .River  from 
the  Sea,  or  that  perfectly  difcovered  and 
defcribed  its  feveral  Moutns,  (tho  tlje 
French ,  without  any  Appearance  of  Truth, 
aflame  to  themfelves  the  Honour  of  both) 
and  King  William  was  fo  well  pleaded, 
that  when  a  Memorial  •'Was  prefented  to 

him  on  the  Occafion,  calling  a  general 
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Council .  to  confider  of  it,  he,  and  above 
twenty  of  the  Council  who  were  prelent, 
unanitnouily  agreed  that  the  Defign  of 
fettling  the  faid  Province,  ought  to  be 
lpeedily  encouraged  and  promoted,  often 
afterwards  deckring,  ‘That  he  would  leap 
Over  twenty  Jlumbling  Blocks  rather  than 
not  ejf.eSl  it :  And  he  al'fo  frequently  af- 
fured  the  Proprietor,  that  the  Deiiga 
Ihould  not  only  receive  publick  Encou¬ 
ragement,  but  that  he  would,  at  his  own 
Colt,  fend  over  fix  or  eight  hundred 
French  Refugees  and  Vaudois  to  join  the 
Englijh  who  Ihould  fettle  there.  Many 
Men  of  great  Diffindion  made  Offers  to 
the  fame  Purpofe,  particularly  the  Lord 
Lonfdale,  then  Lord  Privy  Seal,  gene- 
roufly  offered  to  affift  the  Defign  with  two 
thoufand  Pounds  in  ready  Money,  or  a 
Ship  of  two  hundred  Tons,  with  a  hun¬ 
dred  Settlers  of  whatever  Trade  or  Occu¬ 
pation  the  Proprietor  Ihould  choofe,  amply 
provided  with  neceffary  Tools,  Inftru- 
ments,  and  Provilions,  for  the  Space  of 
one  ^  ear ;  but  the  iudden  Death  of  that 
noble  Lord,  and  foon  after  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam,  put  a  Period  at  that  Time  to  this 

great 
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great  Undertaking.  Our  Right  never- 
thelefs  to  this  Territory  was  ftill  indifpu- 
table,  tho’  thro’  our  Delays  and  Want  of 
publick  Spirit,  the  French  after  this  .tak¬ 
ing  the  Advantage,  fettled  a  Colony  there, 
and  called  the  Country  Louijianne . 

That  Great  Britain  fhould  be  poflefled 
of  the  whole  North  American  Continent, 
leems  to  be  a  favourite,  and,  indeed,  ne- 
ceflary  IVIaxim  of  modern  Policy  j  it 
could  not,  therefore,  be  improper  to  give 
the  Publick,  at  this  Juncture,  a  flight 
Sketch  of  our  Right  to  the  only  Part  of  it 
that  we  fliall  not  foon  be  polfefled  of; 
when  a  Claim  lies  long  dormant,  it  is 
apt  to  be  forgot  r  This  Trail,  therefore, 
though  otherwife  perhaps  ol  fmall  Mo¬ 
ment,  will  ferve  to  remind  my  Country¬ 
men,  that  there  may  ftill  be,  l'ome  Time 
or  other,  a  proper  Crifis  to  aflert  our 
Rights  and  ancient  Claims  on  the  Brench 
Nation.  We  have,  it  muft  be  owned, 
loft  feveral  very  proper  Opportunities  ot^ 
doing  it.  There  feems  to  be  a  Kind  of 
Fatality  in  our  Dealings  with  them;  tho’ 
a  War  may  be  carried  on  tor  feveral  \  ears 

with  an  almoft  uninterrupted  Career  ot 

glorious 
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glorious  Succefles,  the  liTue  of  it  feldom 
yields  us  the  expected  Advantages  either 
in  Trade  or  Dominion.  The  Ceffion 
of  the  Territory  at  the  Back  of  our  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies  is  a  Point  of  Importance 
gained,  yet  is  not  our  Dominion  theie  as 
compleat  as  it  fhould  be ;  we  fhall  ftill  be 
liable  to  have  our  Back  Settlers  expofed 
to  French  and  Indian  Incurfions  and  De¬ 
predations. 

The  enterprizing  Spirits  that  made  no 
Difficulty,  by  eroding  the  Lakes,  to  tia- 
verfe  a  Country  above  two  hundred 
Leagues  before  they  entered  on  their  Ex¬ 
peditions,  will  find  it  eafy,  now  they  are 
to  be  removed  nearer  to  us,  to  change 
occafionally  the  Weftern  for  the  Eaftern 
Bank  of  the  MifliJJippi,  and  thereby  as  ef¬ 
fectually  encroach  on  our  Territory,  and 
difturb  our  Settlers,  as  they  did  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  War,  and  fame  Fean 
before ,  when  their  chief  Settlement  and 
greatefi:  Force  was  on  the  inhofpitabje 
Banks  of  the  frozen  St.  Lawrence,  where 
they  had  every  Difadvantage  of  Climate 
to  contend  with,  and  were  under  a  Ne- 
ceffity  of  timing  their  hoftile  Excurfions 
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to  particular  Seafons  j  they  will  now,  hi 
then-  Lcuifianne,  be  at  hand  to  moled:  us; 
the.  Settlement  in  the  Ifland  of  Orleans , 
which  is  not  to  be  ceded,  will  give  the 
■F?  ench  a  continual  Opportunity  of  watch¬ 
ing  our  Motions,  or  fpiriting  the 
again#  us  >  that  in  effed,  by  leaving 
to  them  the  Territory  to  the  We#  of  the 
River,  and  thereby  leaving  our  American 
Empire  incompleat,  we  may  poffibly,  in 
the  Space  of  a  few  Years,  have  that 

W  ork  to  do  ovet  again  which  has  already 
co#  us  fo  many  Millions  to  perform. 

I  have  only,  before  I  conclude,  to  add, 
that  I  owe  many  of  the  Fads  communi¬ 
cated  in  tnis  #iort  Trad  to  fome  authen¬ 
tic  Materials  colleded  by  Dr.  Cox,  fo 
often  mentioned,  and  his  Son,  Daniel 
Cox,  Efq.  This  Piece  of  Ju#ice  I  thought 
cue  to  the  Memory  of  two  worthy  and 

publick-lpirited  Men. 
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